800 Middle Country Road
Middle Island, NY 11953
longwoodlibrary.org

Great Books for Sixth Graders
The following is a list of suggested books for Sixth Grade readers. Many of these authors will
have additional titles appropriate for this age level. Call number can be found in parenthesis ( )

Fiction
The Strange Case of Origami Yoda by Tom Angleberger
Sixth-grader Tommy and his friends describe their interactions with a paper finger puppet of
Yoda, worn by their weird classmate Dwight, as they try to figure out whether or not the
puppet can really predict the future (J ANG)
Doll Bones by Holly Black
Zach, Alice, and Poppy, friends from a Pennsylvania middle school who have long enjoyed acting
out imaginary adventures with dolls and action figures, embark on a real-life quest to Ohio to
bury a doll made from the ashes of a dead girl. (J BLA)
Al Capone Does My Shirts by Gennifer Choldenko
A twelve-year-old boy named Moose moves to Alcatraz Island in 1935 when guards' families
were housed there, and has to contend with his extraordinary new environment in addition to
life with his autistic sister. (J CHO)
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The City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau
In the year 241, twelve-year-old Lina trades jobs on Assignment Day to be a messenger to run
to new places in her decaying but beloved city, perhaps even to glimpse Unknown Regions.
(J DUP)
The Graveyard Book by Neil Gaiman
Nobody Owens is a normal boy, except that he has been raised by ghosts and other denizens of
the graveyard. (J GAI)
Dead End in Norvelt by Jack Gantos
In the historic town of Norvelt, Pennsylvania, twelve-year-old Jack Gantos spends the summer
of 1962 grounded for various offenses until he is assigned to help an elderly neighbor with a
most unusual chore involving the newly dead, molten wax, twisted promises, Girl Scout cookies,
underage driving, lessons from history, typewriting, and countless bloody noses. (J GAN)
Escape from Mr. Lemoncello’s Library by Chris Grabenstein
Twelve-year-old Kyle gets to stay overnight in the new town library, designed by his hero (the
famous gamemaker Luigi Lemoncello), with other students but finds that come morning he must
work with friends to solve puzzles in order to escape. (J GRA)
Among the Hidden by Margaret Peterson Haddix
In a future where the Population Police enforce the law limiting a family to only two children,
Luke has lived all his twelve years in isolation and fear on his family's farm, until another "third"
convinces him that the government is wrong. (J HAD)
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Found by Margaret Peterson Haddix
When thirteen-year-olds Jonah and Chip, who are both adopted, learn they were discovered on
a plane that appeared out of nowhere, full of babies with no adults on board, they realize that
they have uncovered a mystery involving time travel and two opposing forces, each trying to
repair the fabric of time. (J HAD)
The Giver by Lois Lowry
Given his lifetime assignment at the Ceremony of Twelve, Jonas becomes the receiver of
memories shared by only one other in his community and discovers the terrible truth about the
society in which he lives. (J LOW)
Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell
Left alone on a beautiful but isolated island off the coast of California, a young Indian girl
spends eighteen years, not only merely surviving through her enormous courage and selfreliance, but also finding a measure of happiness in her solitary life. (J ODE)
Middle School: The Worst Years of My Life by James Patterson
When Rafe Khatchadorian enters middle school, he teams up with his best friend, "Leo the
Silent," to create a game to make school more fun by trying to break every rule in the school's
code of conduct. (J PAT)
Hatchet by Gary Paulsen
After a plane crash, thirteen-year-old Brian spends fifty-four days in the wilderness, learning
to survive with only the aid of a hatchet given him by his mother, and learning also to survive his
parents' divorce. (J PAU)
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The Lightning Thief by Rick Riordan
After learning that the father he never knew is Poseidon, God of the Sea, Percy Jackson is sent
to Camp Half-Blood, a summer camp for demigods, and becomes involved in a quest to prevent a
catastrophic war between the gods. (J RIO)
Maze of Bones by Rick Riordan
What would happen if you discovered that your family was one of the most powerful in human
history? What if you were told that the source of the family's power was hidden around the
world, in the form of 39 clues? What if you were given a choice - take a million dollars and walk
away...or get the first clue? If you're Amy and Dan Cahill, you take the clue - and begin a very
dangerous race. (J 39 Clues)
Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone by J.K. Rowling
Rescued from the outrageous neglect of his aunt and uncle, a young boy with a great destiny
proves his worth while attending Hogwarts School for Wizards and Witches. (J ROW)
The Fourth Stall by Chris Rylander
Sixth-graders Mac and Vince operate a business charging schoolmates for protection from
bullies and for help to negotiate conflicts peacefully, with amazing challenges and results.
(J RYL)
When You Reach Me by Rebecca Stead
When her mother prepares to be a contestant on the 1980s television game show, "The $20,000
Pyramid," a twelve-year-old New York City girl tries to make sense of a series of mysterious
notes received from an anonymous source that seems to defy the laws of time and space.
(J STE)
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Drama by Raina Telgemeier
Callie rides an emotional roller coaster while serving on the stage crew for a middle school
production of Moon over Mississippi as various relationships start and end, and others never
quite get going. (J GRAPHIC SMILE)

